Representative / Senator X

Xxx

YYY

Washington D.C., 

Dear Representative X:

I live in your district [or state] and I am writing to request your assistance in winning the release of an American unjustly imprisoned in China.

Jude Shao is an American entrepreneur and Stanford Business School classmate of mine, who has been imprisoned in Shanghai for 10 years after falsely being convicted of tax evasion.  As has been documented numerous times on ABC News and CBS News, and in the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles Times and many other publications, Mr. Shao was incarcerated on trumped-up charges after he refused to pay a bribe to a local Shanghai Tax Auditor, and given a 16-year sentence (later reduced to a 15-year sentence).  
Subsequent to his conviction, Mr. Shao has been able to factually demonstrate his innocence and has earned the support of over 30 U.S. Senators, Representatives and top administration officials including President Bush, Secretary Rice, and US Ambassador to China Clark Randt. Yet this American citizen remains in a Shanghai jail. Full details of Mr. Shao’s case and a Hall of Fame of his supporters is available at www.FreeJudeShao.com 

It was announced this past February that the United States and China would resume their Human Rights Dialogue, and it is expected that the new talks will begin soon.  I want to make sure that Mr. Shao’s release remains the government’s top priority, so I am requesting that you write a letter to Secretary Rice asking that she and her staff raise his case again. I’ve attached at the bottom of this email a draft of a letter to Secretary Rice that, if helpful, you could use as a starting point.

I greatly appreciate your assistance in helping to earn the freedom of an American who has been unjustly imprisoned for 10 years.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Physical Address

DRAFT LETTER TO SECRETARY RICE

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Rice:

I am writing to request your continued assistance in the case of Jude Shao, an American citizen unjustly imprisoned in Shanghai.  [Mr. Shao is a constituent of mine since his home was in San Francisco prior to his arrest.] (take out if not Feinstein, Boxer or Pelosi)

I know that you have advocated for him on several occasions in the past, most recently raising his case publicly during your February 2008 trip to Beijing. This support has been greatly appreciated.  I also happily noted that during your February trip it was announced the U.S. and China would resume a human rights dialogue.  I am writing to request that the release of Mr. Shao be made the top priority during these discussions once they resume.

As I’m sure you are aware, Mr. Shao has suffered great hardship during his imprisonment, including:  financial ruin, divorce, death of his father, deteriorating health and the loss of 10 years of his life.  Mr. Shao has already served the longest sentence by any foreigner for an economic crime in China and there are still five years left on his sentence.  
Now Mr. Shao is being told by Chinese officials that he cannot be paroled because he is a foreign citizen, despite the fact that this is contrary to Chinese law, and Mr. Shao has been eligible for parole for over two years.  It is time for the Chinese government to show mercy and release Mr. Shao.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Name

cc: Clark T. Randt, Jr. United States Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China

