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November 9, 2004

President George W. Bush
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to request your assistance with the case of Jude Shao, an American
Citizen who has been imprisoned in China for over six years. We respectfully request that
you raise Mr. Shao' s case with Chinese President Hu Jintao during the Asia Pacific Economic
(APEC) conference in November and urge the President to do what he can to ensure Mr.
Shao's safety, health, and release ITomprison.

We have been informed that just after his graduation ITomthe Stanford Graduate
School of Business in 1993 Mr. Shao started a company to export American medical
equipment to China. In July of 1997, we were told that Mr. Shao refused a solicitation for a
bribe by a Shanghai Tax Auditor, which started a chain of events that led to Mr. Shao's arrest
in April of 1998. It is our understanding that Mr. Shao was held incommunicado without an
opportunity to prepare for trial for a total of 26 months before he was finally sentenced to 16
years in prison for tax evasion. We have attached a commentary ITomthe Wall Street Joumal
that explains the alleged abuses of Chinese law that took place during Mr. Shao' s case.

We have beentold that mends of Mr. Shaowere ableto recoverMr. Shao's business
recordsin the United Statesand identifyerrorsthatmay seriouslycall into questionthe
veracityof the case againsthim. Mr. Shao's mends tell us this evidencewas revie'Yedby six
prominentChineselegalscholarsat the CenterforResearchin CriminalLegalScienceat
NationalPeople's University,includingformerlawprofessors,membersof the Supreme
People's Court andmembersof the SupremePeople's Procurator. We were informedthat
these scholarseachconcludedthat the caseneedsto be retried. Still,Mr. Shaohas receivedno
responseto sixpetitionsto presentexculpatoryevidenceto the ShanghaiHigh Court and the
SupremePeople's Court.

Six years of imprisonment is taking a toll on Mr. Shao's health. We have been
informed that Mr. Shao' s family has filed an application for medical parole to help with a
heart ailment that prison doctors are unable to treat. The U.S. Embassy in Beijing filed a
diplomatic note in support of this application, but there has been no response ITomthe Chinese
government. It appears that nine more years of a 16-year sentence will be detrimental to Mr.
Shao.

We urge you to raise Mr. Shao' s case in your November meetings with Chinese
President Hu Jintao and advocate for his release. Mr. Shao should be given an opportunity for
a fair trial to presentevidencethat couldexculpatehim andleadto his releaseITomprison. In
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